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A  brief  GENEALOGY  0  F  THE  SOLOMONS 

Compiled  from  records,  notes,  letters  and  various  other  data  col¬ 
lected  by  Gabriel  Roberts  Solomon  during  his  lifetime,  and  edited 
by  his  wife,  Jeannette  Bucknam  Solomon,  at  Troy,  N.Y.,  November, 
195o. 

Z224107 

In  the  following  pages  we  have  endeavored  to  put  in  chrono¬ 
logical  form  the  basic  facts  which  qualify  any  descendant  of  Lazarus 
Solomon  and  Elizabeth  Bedgood  for  membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  or  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  There  are  a  great 
many  lateral  branches  which  stem  from  the  original  pair.  Including 
such  maternal  branches  as  Malone,  French,  Stiles,  Roberts,  and  many 
others  about  whose  history  we  have  some  limited  records.  Because  of 
the  impossibility  of  including  all  of  this  data  in  this  brief  account 
without  making  large  charts  or  family  trees,  we  have  arranged  the 
material  in  its  simplest  form,  down  through  the  Solomon  line,  and 
ave  included  only  some  side  history  of  the  Roberts  line,  from  Gabriel 
Baldwin  Roberts,  father  of  our  Lillian  Roberts  Solomon,  (1858  -  194l). 

earliest  Solomon  of  whom  we  know  anything  was  the  first 
Peter  Solomon,  who  came  to  America  from  England,  probably  in  the  early 
eighteenth  century,  and  is  variously  reported  to  have  settled  in  New 
Virginia,  or  North  Carolina.  We  have  found  no  records  of  his 
birth,  death  or  whom  he  married,  but  he  was  the  father  of  three  sons, 
Peter,  James  and  Lazarus.  We  have  begun  the  family  history  with  the 
Lazarus  Solomon  descendants,  all  of  whom  appear  to  be  gentiles,  and 
many  gentile  Solomons  have  been  .located  in  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Texas, 
as  well  as  those  who  settled  in  New  Jersey  in  the  early  years. 


Among  Gabriel  Roberts  Solomon’s  data  were  a  great  number  of 
old  photographs  and  snapshots,  also  many  newspaper  clippings  of 
Solomon  family  affairs,  obituaries,  births,  weddings,  etc.  These  we 
have  put  into  two  large  scrapbooks  for  the  benefit  of  any  or  all  of 
you.  Whatever  of  this  material  anyone  may  wish  to  borrow  or  look  at 
we  will  keep  on  file  with  the  other  data  collected  by  us,  so  that  it* 
may  be  available  whenever  desired  by  anyone  of  the  family. 


Also  included  in  this  folio  are  some  recollections  and  anec¬ 
dotes  provided  by  Gabriel  Roberts  Solomon,  who  in  his  late  years  lost 
his  eyesight  from  overwork  as  Architect-Engineer  for  the  Government  on 
the  building  of  Army  Camps  from  1940  to  1943.  (Camp  Blanding  at 

Fla.,  Morrison  Field  (Airforce)  at  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida: 
utilities  at  MacDill  Field,  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  Camp  VanDorn  at  Center- 
viHe,  Miss.)  These  sketches  were  dictated  by  him  to  myself  or  our 
daughters,  Dana  Solomon  Munro  and  Gabrielle  Solomon  Ewing,  and  some  to 
Grady  E.  Clay,  Jr.  during  a  visit  from  him  to  our  home  in  Troy,  N.  Y. 

I  have  included  them  in  this  collection  as  some  are  humorous  and  of 
contemporary  interest. 


With  greetings  to  all  Solomons,  I  send  you  the  inclosed  ac¬ 
count  of  your  ancestors  and  contemporaries,  inadequate  as  it  is  to 
cover  such  a  large  family.  Someone  might  add  to  these  pages  a  list  of 
those  who  served  in  our  military  and  naval  forces  in  World  Wars  I  and 
II,  so  that  future  generations  might  have  that  valuable  data. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 
Jeannette  Bucknam  Solomon. 


N  V‘  ' 


,  , 


2 


GENEALOGY  OF  THE  SOLOMON  FAMILY 


COPY  OF  FAMILY  RECORD  FROM  THE  BIBLE  OF 
LAZARUS  SOLOMON  JUST  AS  WRITTEN  THEREIN. 

BEARTHS  DEATHS 


Lazarus  Solomon  the  son  of  Peter  Solomon 
was  born  In  the  year  1765.  (in  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  N.C.  Moved  to  Nash  County, 
N.C.,  and  in  1798  settled  at  Marian, 
Twiggs  County,  Ga.,  near  Jeffersonville, 
about  12  miles  east  of  Macon.) 

Elizabeth  Bedgood  Solomon,  his  wife,  was 
born  in  1767*  (in  Halifax  District,  Nash 
County,  N.C.  On  October  11,  1814,  her 
leg  was  cut  off. 


He  departed  this  life 
April  20th,  1833. 


She  departed  this  life 
February  6th,  1827. 


(Their 

children: ) 

1st . 

Dellia  (Delilah)  Solomon,  was  born 
Sept.  12,  1789 
(Married  John  Land) 

She  departed  this  life 
February  25,  1875. 

2nd. 

Henry  Solomon  was  born  Mch.  22, 

1791.  (Married  Lucinda  Griffin) 

1 

3rd. 

William  Solomon  was  born  December 

7,  1792.  (Married  Susan  Smith) 

1 

; 

4th. 

Mary  Solomon  was  born  Jan.  13,  1795 
(Married  Green  Brantly) 

5th. 

John  Solomon  was  born  Jan.  3,  1797 
(Not  married) 

6th. 

Disey  Solomon  was  born  Jan.  25,  1799 
(Married  Solomon  Wall) 

7th. 

James  Solomon  was  born  Oct.  17,  1800 
(Married  Fannie  Crocker) 

Departed  this  life 

Mar.  7,  1842. 

8th. 

Sarah  Solomon  was  born  Oct.  17,  1802 

She  departed  this  life 
Mar.  20,  l8l6. 

9th. 

Una  Fannie  Solomon  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1804. 

She  departed  this  life 
Nov.  22,  1821. 

*10th . 

Peter  Solomon  was  born  Aug.  4,  1806 
Incision  of  his  leg,  Jan.  14,  1826. 
(Married,  1st,  Martha  C.  Fort) 

(2nd,  Maria  Louise  Malone) 

He  departed  this  life 
Nov.  1,  1883. 

11th. 

Hardy  Solomon  was  born  May  17,  1808. 

Departed  this  life 

Dec.  23rd,  1899. 

12th. 

Carah  Solomon  was  born  Sept.  30, 

1810.  (Married  Ann  Fulton) 

Departed  this  life 

June  4,  1847. 

Departed  this  life 
Jan.  16,  1872. 


13th.  Lewis  Solomon  was  born  Oct,  4,  1812, 

(Married  Lucy  Lingo) 

14th.  Elizabeth  Solomon  was  born  Mch.  11,  Departed  this  life 

l8l7«  July  13,  1817. 


Three  sons  of  the  first  Peter  Solomon  came  from  England  to 
America.  They  were:  John,  born  1760. 

Lazarus,  born  1765. 

Levi,  born  Nov.  10,  1767. 

John  served  in  the  Revolution  and  came  to  Coffee  County, 
Georgia,  for  a  while. 

f  Levi  was  a  Presbyterian,  married  (first)  Catherine  Wilsey, 
and  (second)  Eliza  R.  Cook,  and  settled  near  Freehold,  New  Jersey. 

Lazarus,  second  son  of  the  original  Peter  Solomon,  is  our 
direct  ancestor,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Bedgood  Solomon,  had 
fourteen  children,  as  shown  on  the  page  copied  from  his  bible.  Lis¬ 
ted  in  the  first  U.  S.  Census  of  1589-90  as  Lazarus  Solomons.  His 
Revolutionary  record  is  published  in  the  Colonial  Records  of  North 
Carolina,  Vol.  16,  p.  II63,  which  show  he  enlisted  April  18,  1781, 
and  served  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  one  year,  under  General 
Nathaniel  Green,  as  an  orderly,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
end  of  this  time.  He  fought  in  the  Battle  of  King»s  Mountain,  under 
General  Green  who  was  in  command  of  the  10th  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
in  which  Lazarus  served  in  Rhodes  Company,  and  was  detailed  as  the 
General 1 s  bodyguard.  In  the  Battle  of  Cowpens,  N.C.,  Lazarus  grabbed 
a  musket  from  a  dead  soldier  and  joined  in  the  rout  of  the  British 
General  Green  became  deeply  attached  to  him  and  after  the  war  visited 
him  at,  his  plantation  near  Fitzpatrick,  Twiggs  County,  Ga.  One  day 
while  they  were~at  dinner  a  deer  came  out  oF  tne“roTre^tr  and  stood  in 
the  edge  of  the  clearing  about  the  house.  Lazarus  got  down  his  mus¬ 
ket  from  over  the  fireplace  and  Gen.  Green  shot  through  the  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  diningroom  and  killed  the  deer.  He  visited  Lazarus  for 
over  two  weeks  and  had  a  great  time  hunting  and  fishing.  (Quoted  from 
an  old  letter.) 

The  first  U.  S.  Census  (of  1790)  contains  the  following  list 
of  Solomons  in  North  Carolina: 

Page  Name  District 


68  Barnes  Solomon  Halifax 

60  Goodwin  "  n 

55  Isham  "  " 

61  John  "  " 

57  William  "  « 

60  William  "  " 

60  James  Solomon^  " 

71  Lazarus  Solomons  ” 


Lazarus  is  shown  in  this  census  in  1790  as  the  head  of  a 
household  of  eight,  and  without  slaves.  He  was  then  twenty-five  years 
old.  His  oldest  child,  Delilah,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1789,  a  year  be¬ 
fore  the  census,  so  there  must  have  been  others  besides  his  immediate 


County 

Martin 

Franklin 

Edgecombe 

Halifax 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Nash 


. 


family  living  with  them  at  the  time  the  census  was  taken.  It  is  said 
that  Lazarus  drew  land  in  Georgia  in  a  lottery  which  the  Government 
conducted  to  encourage  settlement  in  Georgia,  he  being  eligible  as  an 
ex-Revolutionary  soldier.  This  has  not  been  verified,  but  he  moved 
from  Nash  County,  N.C.,  to  Georgia  in  1801,  at  which  time  he  had 
seven  children. 

Family  tradition  also  says  that  his  brother  John  came  to 
Coffee  County,  Georgia,  and  settled  there  for  a  while,  but  did  not 
remain  permanently.  There  is  no  record  of  John  Solomon's  wife's  name 
nor  of  his  descendants. 

Lazarus  Solomon  married  Elizabeth  Eedgood  of  Nash  County, 
N.C.  Four  Bedgood  families  are  listed  in  the  1790  census  for  North 
Carolina,  but  we  know  nothing  more  about  Elizabeth  than  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Lazarus  Solomon  family  bible,  with  dates  of  her  birth 
and  death,  and  the  date  her  leg  was  cut  off.  All  of  the  children  of 
Lazarus  married  gentiles,  as  did  their  children  and  grandchildren, 
and  many  became  prominent  in  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  churches  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Texas,  especially  John  Wesley  Solomon  who  was 
a  prominent  Baptist  preacher.  Lazarus'  son  Peter  (our  grandfather) 
was  a  Presbyterian  and  left  instructions  at  his  death  that  he  be 
given  a  Christian  burial.  The  family  was  very  prolific,  and  Lazarus' 
daughter  Delilah  who  married  John  Land,  had  19  children. 


PETER  SOLOMON  (  1806  -  1883  ) 


Peter  Solomon,  the  tenth  child  of  Lazarus  and  Elizabeth 
Bedgood  Solomon,  was  born  at  the  family  plantation  near  Marion, 
Georgia.  He  came  to  Macon  in  1826,  several  years  after  the  city's 
establishment.  At  that  time  the  capital  of  Georgia  was  at  Milledge- 
•  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  when  a  young  man 
just  past  his  majority.  He  built  the  fine  Colonial  homestead  in 
Vineville,  about  1847,  on  ten  acres  which  fronted  on  the  main  road 
(Vineville  Ave.)  as  it  does  today,  and  ran  back  to  the  Central  of  Ga. 
Railroad  tracks.  The  original  frontage  was  about  800  feet.  After 
Peter  Solomon  died  the  property  was  divided  (in  1888)  into  three 
tracts  and  two  parts  were  sold.  The  center  tract  contained  the  house 
and  about  300  feet  of  frontage.  The  house  was  built  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4,500  at  that  time.  It  was  bought  later  by  Judge  Emory 
Speer  for  $8,500,  a  ridiculous  price,  and  a  still  later  owner  was  Mr. 
J.  S.  Birdsey  who  kept  the  property  until  very  recent  years.  (do  not 
have  present  owner's  name.)  Some  years  ago  when  the  old  home  was  for 
sale,  it  was  offered  to  members  of  the  Macon  family  for  about  $12,000, 
but  no  one  at  the  time  took  up  the  offer,  so  that  it  passed  out  of 
the  family  ownership  again. 

Peter  Solomon  had  an  injury  to  his  leg,  resulting  in  an  op¬ 
eration  in  1826  and  lifelong  lameness.  When  the  Civil  War  was  de¬ 
clared  he  was  disqualified  for  service  by  his  age,  58,  and  b£d  leg. 

His  two  oldest  sons,  Charles  Henry  Solomon,  who  was  18  when  war  was 
declared,  and  Stephen  Malone  Solomon,  were  in  service  when  the  surren¬ 
der  took  place,  April  26,  1865.  Stephen  served  in  the  Home  Guards. 
Nathan  Monroe  Solomon,  born  1850,  also  served  in  the  war,  having  run 
away  to  join  the  Confederates  when  he  was  too  young  to  be  drafted. 
During  Sherman's  march  through  Georgia,  General  Stoneman  raided  and 
captured  Macon  and  made  the  Peter  Solomon  home  his  headquarters.  His 
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cavalry  men  camped  in  the  rear  of  the  big  house  in  what  was  then  the 
pine  woods  and  pasture,  and  destroyed  some  fruit  trees.  The  family 
silver  was  buried  and  safely  hidden,  but  much  damage  was  done  to  the 
property.  Although  a  claim  was  filed,  no  reimbursement  was  ever  made 
by  the  U.  S0  Government. 

The  children  of  Peter  Solomon  and  his  first  wife,  Martha  C. 
Port,  were: 

1.  Indiana  Aurelia  Solomon,  born  June  16,  1834. 

Married  Tapperly  Holt,  Mar.  17,  1853. 

2.  Martha  Port  Solomon,  born  March  17,  1836,  died  Nov.  8,  1898. 

Married  Horace  Heartwell,  April  17,  1859. 


The  children  of  Peter  Solomon  and  his  second  wife,  Maria 
Louise  Malone,  were: 

1.  Malone  Solomon,  born  Oct.  12,  1844,  died  July  16,  1846. 

2.  Charles  Henry  Solomon,  born  Aug.  25,  1846,  died  Aug.  30,  1895. 

3.  Mary  Louise  Solomon,  born  Dec.  20,  1847,  died  May  3,  1914. 

Married  (l)  Levi  K.  Wing  —  two  children 
"  (2)  Alonzo  Ripley  --  five  children. 

4.  Nathan  Monroe  Solomon,  born  May  18,  1850,  died  March  15,  1890. 

5.  Stephen  Malone  Solomon,  born  July  21,  1852,  died  Jan.  15,  1923. 

6.  Peter  Solomon,  Jr.  born  Oct.  26,  1854,  died  May  17,  1907. 

*7.  William  Griffin  Solomon,  born  Sept.  24,  1856,  died  June  29,  1927. 

Married  Sarah  Lillian  Roberts 

<s 

Pet*r  Solomon  is  buried  at  the  Solomon  Homestead  in  Twiggs 
County,  Ga.,  about  two  miles  west  of  Fitzpatrick.  The  grave  bears  a 
D.  A.  R.  bronze  tablet  marker. 

The  following  obituary  of  Peter  Solomon  appeared  in  the 
Macon  Telegraph  of  November  2,  1883. 


DEATH  OP  MR.  PETER  SOLOMON 


At  6°  o’clock  yesterday  morning  Mr.  Peter  Solomon  expired. 
His  death  was  not  unexpected.  He  had  been  confined  to  his  room  from 
sickness  for  about  10  weeks.  He  had  been  long  identified  with  this 
City  and  County  and  Central  Georgia.  He  removed  from  Twiggs  Co.: 
where  he  filled  the  position  of  Ordinary  to  Macon  about  1833.  In 
1836  he  was  elected  the  first  cashier  of  the  Monroe  R.R.  &  Banking  Co. 
Co.  He  shortly  afterwards  settled  in  Vineville  and  was  one  of  the 
factors  of  that  beautiful  sublet  of  Macon.  In  1835  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mulberry  St.  M.E.  Church  and  was  soon  one  of  its  stewards, 
which  office  he  filled  with  fidelity  until  his  death.  He  was  also  a 
trustee  of  the  Academy  of  the  Blind  and  the  oldest  surviving  trustee 
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of  Wesleyan  Female  College.  It  was  but  a  few  months  ago  that.  In 
honor  of  his  long  service  as  an  efficient  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  College,  the  office  of  Vice-President  was  created  and 
tendered  to  him.  He  was  also  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Macon 
Lodge  of  Masons. 

For  many  years  prior  to  the  War  he  was  associated  with 
Nathan  Monroe  in  charge  of  the  agency  at  this  place  of  the  Mechanics 
Bank  of  Augusta 0 

He  was  an  industrious,  energetic,  intelligent  and  Christian 
gentleman,  faithful  to  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  various  offices 
he  filled  and  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  reared  a  large  family  in  our  midst  who  are  identified 
with  this  community.  With  them  we  deeply  sympathise  in  the  loss  of 
their  parent,  whom  we  may  regard  as  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  our 
Country,  he  having  several  years  ago  passed  the  age  of  three  score 
years  and  ten. 

His  funeral  will  take  place  at  11^  today  from  the  Mullaney 
St.  M.E.  Church. 

The  exercises  of  the  Academy  for  the  Blind  and  of  Wesleyan 
Female  College  will  be  suspended  this  morning  in  order  that  the  pupils 
may  attend  the  funeral. 

Seldom  has  a  larger  congregation  of  mourners,  of  youth  and 
old  age  assembled.  The  pupils  of  the  Academy  for  the  Blind  and 
Wesleyan  Female  College  and  many  others  were  present.  Representative 
men  and  women  of  all  ages  attended.  The  exercises  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hinton,  Bass  &  Key. - 

Dr.  Key  read  the  burial  chapter  and  discoursed  upon  the  life 
and  character  of  the  deceased  who  died  at  the  age  of  77  years,  50  of 
which  were  spent  in  this  community  and  48  of  them  as  a  member  of  the 
M.E.  Church, 

During  the  long  period,  while  engaged  in  various  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  no  stain  was  ever  insinuated  against  his 
character. 


He  lived  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  death,  and  when  the  sum¬ 
mons  came  he  was  ready  for  the  narrow  house  - 

Where  pain,  nor  grief,  nor  anxious  fear 
Invades  thy  bounds  -  nor  mental  woes 
Can  reach  the  peaceful  sleeper  here 
Where  angels  watch  his  soft  repose. 

The  remains  were  deposited  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  Messrs. 
J.J.  Gresham,  J.M.  Jones,  L.N,  Whittle,  Vergil  Powers,  H.L.  Jewett, 
H.J.  Lamari,  Emory  Winship,  and  C.T.  Ward  acting  as  pall  bearers. 


. 
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GABRIEL  BALDWIN  ROBERTS  (l8l6  -  1886) 


Of  the  Roberts  line  we  have  the  following  data:  A  letter 
from  Sabina  J.  Towsey  Laning  of  Cornwall-on-Hudson,  N.Y.,  dated  May 
15,  1906,  to  G.R.  Solomon  gives  this  information  taken  from  an  old 
family  Bible : 


John  Benedict  Roberts,  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  June  3,  1782, 
died  in  Monroe,  Ct.,  Oct.  23,  1850,  married  Phebe  French, 
born  in  Monroe,  Ct.,  Mar.  2,  1785,  died  in  McLean,  N.Y., 
April  14,  1857. 

Children  of  John  B.  and  Phebe  Roberts 


Born 

1.  Pamela  Roberts,  May  11,  1803 
married  Foote 


2.  Edna  Roberts,  Feb.  8,  1805 

3.  Marcus  Roberts,  Aug.  15.*  1807 

4.  Sidney  Roberts,  Aug.  28,  1810 

5.  Julius  Roberts,  Oct.  16,  1812 

6.  Lucy  Ann  Roberts,  Nov.  I8l4 


*7.  Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts,  Feb.  8,  1816 


married 


Mary  Ann  Stiles 
Elizabeth  Chare 


8.  Paulina  Roberts,  Aug.  23,  1818 

9.  John  Roberts,  Nov.  23,  1820  (infant) 


10. 

Harriet  Roberts, 

Mar.  10,  1822 

married 

Fortner 

11. 

Juliette  Roberts, 

Sept .  1826  ( infant ) . . . 

12. 

Emma  Roberts,  Feb 

.  12,  1828 

Died 

Oct.  4,  1883 
May  18,  1826 


Feb.  14,  1886 

June  10,  1897 
Jan.  11,  1821 
Aug.  29,  1871 


April  28,  1855 


Two  brothers  of  Grandfather  Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts,  Sidney 
and  Marcus,  migrated  to  Utah  from  Connecticut,  each  was  married  twice, 
but  were  not  Mormons.  Sidney's  first  wife  was  Delilah,  and  Marcus' 
first  wife  was  Sarah.  Julius  married  Pollyanne  Farnum  in  1853,  accor¬ 
ding  to  notes  from  Sabina  Laning,  which  also  give  the  name  of  Polly¬ 
anne  Taylor  as  his  first  wife,  who  bore  him  four  children  from  1833  to 
1849.  The  Macon  Telegraph  of  Feb.  15,  1886,  published  an  obituary  of 
Gabriel  B.  Roberts,  a  copy  of  this  being  in  our  files. 
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JOSEPH  GILL  STIT.ES  (1779  -  1858) 


Josephe  Gill  Stiles  and  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Watkins 
Davis  Stiles,  came  from  Virginia,  A  letter  from  Lillian  R.  Solomon 
(Mrs.  W.G.S.)  to  Gabriel  R.  Solomon  dated  Nov.  15.,  1934,  gives  the 
following:  "My  grandfather,  Joseph  Gill  Stiles,  came  from  Chester¬ 

field  County,  Va.,  and  the  records  (census)  show  the  name  of  John 
Stiles  (his  father)  in  that  same  county.  He  lived  in  Jones  County, 
Georgia,  at  Caney  Creek  plantation,  about  20  miles  from  Macon,  and 
died  there.  My  grandmother  who  was  Sarah  Watkins  Davis  must  have 
come  from  Virginia  with  him,  and  yet  I  am  not  sure  about  that  as  she 
was  the  second  wife.  Grandfather  Stiles  was  born  in  1779  and  died 
Feb.  15,  1858,  and  is  buried  in  front  of  his  old  home,  and  Grand¬ 
mother  also....  as  names  were  copied  from  the  tombstone  for  me  by 
Sophie  Myrick.  His  wife  Sarah  died  Feb.  5*  1842.  Her  birthdate  is 
shown  as  1793.  My  mother,  Mary  Ann  Stiles  (Roberts)  died  in  1864 
when  I  was  six  years  old,  and  I  have  only  a  vague  memory  of  her  in 
my  mind.  She  was  forty-four  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  which  in  those 
days  was  almost  always  fatal.  My  father  (Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts) 
came  south  from  Connecticut  when  he  was  twenty-one  (in  1836)-  Macon 
was  Just  ten  years  old  -  and  settled  in  Macon,  why,  I  do  not  know  ex¬ 
cept  there  were  a  number  of  other  Connecticut  Yankee  young  men  who 
came  about  that  time.  Mr.  George  F.  Barker  (Mrs.  Walter  Hill's 
father),  Mr.  John  L.  Boardman,  (Mr.  Arthur  Boardman's  father),  Mr. 
Albert  Mix,  (Mrs.  Jack  Ross  Bowdre's  father),  a  Mr.  Bond  (a  great 
Presbyterian  they  called  "Deacon"),  Mr.  James  Hall  who  worked  for  the 
Gas  Company  so  long  was  his  grandson.  These  were  my  father's  friends 
all  his  life.  His  business  was  carriage  making,  and  his  shop  was  on 
Cherry  Street  where  the  Persons'  was.  The  firm  was  Freeman  &  Roberts, 
and  Mr.  Azel  Freeman  (Cullen's  grandfather)  was  the  partner.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  the  partnership  lasted,  but  I  think  about  i860  he 
and  Mr.  Sam  Dunlap  went  together  In  the  same  location,  adding  the  gro¬ 
cery  line  to  carriages,  wagons,  harness,  etc.  I  know  that  was  the 
firm  when  the  war  came  on.  Mr.  Dunlap  went  and  my  father  stayed  at 
home;  he  was  not  physically  qualified,  and  would  be  called  a  pacifist 
now,  as  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  war  and  to  secession.  I  heard  him 
say  he  was  required  to  send  a  "substitute"  in  his  place," 

More  notes  from  Lillian  R.  Solomon  to  her  son  Gabriel  give 
this  information:  "The  two-room  house  (given  my  father  and  mother) 
was  out  from  town  on  the  Forsyth  road  and  on  the  edge  of  the  railroad 
cut.  This  was  1840,  I  think,  and  not  till  i860  was  the  big  house 
built.  Grandfather  Stiles  did  give  it  to  my  mother  and  at  the  same 
time  two  slaves,  old  Aunt  Easter  who  was  cook  in  my  childhood  days, 
and  Elijah,  who  was  young  then  and  was  with  us  till  after  Buff  was 
born.  I  wish  I  could  write  a  book  about  him.  In  my  father's  last 
illness  he  waited  on  him  as  faithfully  as  anybody  could  have  done, 
lifted  him  as  tenderly  as  a  trained  nurse,  and  loved  him  devotedly... 
As  far  as  I  know.  Grandfather  Stiles  was  Just  a  gentleman  farmer  - 
never  heard  of  his  (being  in)  business.  Grandfather  (my  father) 
Roberts  never  met  Grandmother  (my  step-mother)  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Chare,  till  after  he  came  to  Macon.  She  had  a  friend  in 
Griffin,  Ga.,  whom  she  visited  and  the  wedding  ceremony  was  held  there 
in  May,  1865,  if  my  memory  is  correct.  I  find  no  record  of  her  birth, 
as  she  did  not  want  anybody  to  know  her  age,  so  there  was  no  celebra¬ 
ting  birthdays  for  her.  It  may  be  on  the  monument  in  Rose  Hill.  She 
died  in  1894,  I  think0  My  grandmother  Sarah  Watkins  Davis  (Stiles) 
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died  before  I  was  born,  and  I  know  nothing  of  her  except  I  got  the 
Sarah  in  my  name  from  her.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  never  went  to  Caney 
Creek  Planation,  (Cousin  Annie  Martin  told  me  the  name),  for  after 
Grandfather  Stiles*  death  and  my  father  was  left  as  executor  of  the 
estate,  the  others  got  into  a  controversy  with  him  and  there  was 
quite  a  contention  over  the  division.  I  have  somewhere  the  papers 
about  it... I  know  he  came  out  winner,  but  was  called  every  name  in 
the  category  before  it  was  over."  (Written  Dec.  10,  1934) 

Joseph  Gill  Stiles  came  to  Georgia  from  Petersburg,  Va., 
according  to  another  record  we  have,  which  also  mentions  that  his 
father,  John  Stiles,  fought  in  the  Revolution  with  Virginia  troops. 
Joseph  Gill  Stiles'  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Barber  of  Twiggs  Co., 

Ga.,  and  he  had  by  her  three  children,  Sallie,  Nancy  and  Agnes  Stiles. 
Elizabeth  died  in  1805  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  and  is  buried  at 
Caney  Head  Plantation.  Her  daughter  Agnes  married  Jack  Martin,  and 
had  by  him  eleven  children.  By  his  second  wife,  Sarah,  he  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  Mary  Ann  was  the  third,  and  married  Gabriel  Baldwin 
Roberts. 


Of  the  seven  children  of  Peter  and  Maria  Louise  Malone 
Solomon  only  two  were  married  and  produced  families  -  Mary  Louise  who 
married  Alonzo  Ripley,  and  William  Griffin,  who  married  Sarah  Lillian 
Roberts  on  January  14,  1880,  at  St.  Paul's  Church,  Macon.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts  and  Mary  Ann  Stiles  Roberts. 
She  was  born  July  16,  1858,  at  Macon,  and  graduated  at  Wesleyan  Fe¬ 
male  College  in  June,  1879. 


WILLIAM  GRIFFIN  SOLOMON  (1856  -  1927) 


William  Griffin  Solomon  was  born  in  the  old  Vineville  Ave. 
mansion  in  Macon,  Sept.  14,  1856.  His  first  work  was  as  a  traveling 
salesman  for  Jaques  &  Johnson,  wholesale  grocers,  later  the  firm  of 
Jaques  &  Tinsley.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was  employed  as  a 
teller  In  the  Exchange  Bank,  of  which  he  later  became  a  Director.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  who  built  the  Fourth  National  Bank 
building.  For  many  years  he  maintained  his  own  office  on  the  base¬ 
ment  floor  of  the  Exchange  Bank  building.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Ripley  &  Solomon,  brokers,  who  dealt  in  provisions  and  grain, 
and  of  the  firm  of  Solomon  &  McRae,  provision  brokers.  He  was  also  a 
banker  with  W.  G.  Solomon  &  Co.,  stock  and  bond  brokers. 

Besides  his  business  activities,  he  was  identified  with 
church,  charity  and  educational  work,  being  for  a  long  time  on  the 
free  school  board  and  on  the  Bibb  County  Board  of  Education.  He  gave 
help  to  many  deserving  students  by  making  it  possible  for  them  to  ob¬ 
tain  college  educations  through  scholarships.  During  his  activities 
on  the  free  school  board  he  was  instrumental  in  completing  the  Gresham 
High  School  and  the  Whittle  School.  He  served  forty-nine  years  as 
steward  of  the  Mulberry  Street  Methodist  Church,  succeeding  his  father 
Peter,  who  served  thirty-five  years,  making  a  continual  service  in 
this  church  of  eighty-four  years.  He  had  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  conducted  the  W.  G.  Solomon  Bible  class  for  men, 
whose  members  later  presented  a  memorial  tablet  to  his  memory  to  the 
Church  on  May  6,  1928. 

When  William  G.  Solomon  and  Sarah  Lillian  Roberts  were  mar- 
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rled,  they  resided  at  her  home,  now  known  as  "the  Old  Nest",  at  the 
corner  of  College  and  Forsythe  Streets,  and  this  was  the  family  resi¬ 
dence  where  all  of  their  children  were  born  and  grew  up.  During  the 
Second  World  War  and  after  the  death  of  both  parents,  the  homestead 
passed  to  the  ownership  of  Linton  M,  Solomon,  and  the  many-roomed 
house  was  remodeled  into  small  apartments  for  rental  during  the 
crowded  war  years  in  Macon.  Linton  M.  Solomon  and  his  wife  Hazel 
have  continued  to  reside  there,  and  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  at  "the  Old  Nest"  on  January  31,  1956.  This  property  was 
originally  owned  by  Lillian  Roberts  Solomon’s  father,  Gabriel  Baldwin 
Roberts,  who  came  to  Macon  from  Bridgeport,  Conn„,  in  18360  Her 
grandfather  Joseph  Gill  Stiles,  gave  the  house  and  lot  to  the  Roberts 
for  a  wedding  present.  When  it  was  built  there  were  only  two  rooms, 
but  it  was  remodelled  in  i860  with  the  addition  of  the  diningroom,  and 
"Mother’s  room"  and  the  nursery  were  added  in  l88l.  From  the  original 
two  rooms  the  house  grew  to  twenty- three  or  four. 


Children  of  William  G.  and  Lillian  R.  Solomon 


1856  -  1927 

1.  Gabriel  Roberts  Solomon  Married 

Dec  0  22,  1880  -  Feb.  16,  1956 

l(Mary  Dana  Solomon  1 

Feb.  9,  1923,  Troy,  N.Y.  ' 
Ian  Grant  Munro 
July  25,  1953 
Robert  Arthur  Munro 
January  5,  1955 
Dana  Bucknam  Munro 
March  1,  1957 

2(Gabrielle  Roberts  Solomon  " 
August  21,  1924 

Constance  Gay  Ewing 
Oct.  15,  1946 
Nanine  Ruth  Ewing 
Jan.  25,  1950 
Walter  Duncan  Ewing  III 
Dec.  3,  1953 
Peter  Leberton  Ewing 
Nov.  11,  1957 

2.  William  Griffin  Solomon,  Jr. 

Feb.  25,  1882  -  July  7,  1936  " 


l( Raymond  Solomon 
April  12,  1919 

Macey  Virginia  Wade 
Sept.  23,  1945 
Charles  Royal  Wade  III 
Dec ,  7,  1947 


1858  -  1941 

Jeannette  Porter  Bucknam  6/11/21 
May  30,  1888 

John  A.  Munro  6/26/48 
Nov.  2,  1917 


Walter  Duncan  Ewing,  Jr.  7/28/44 
Sept.  30,  1921 


(1)  Lillian  Williams  1/29/10 

Jan.  28,  1888  -  Jan.  14,1912 

(2)  Bessie  Bruce,  April  17,  1918 

April  17,  1895 

Charles  Royal  Wade,  Jr. 7/22/39 
April  7,  1919  -  Oct.  9,  1948 


lo 
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3.  Linton  Monroe  Solomon  married  Hazel  Frederick  Horn  1/31/06 
June  15,  1883  Janu  15,  1883 

l( Linton  Monroe  Solomon  Jr.  "  Eleanor  Anthony 
June  17,  1913  Jan.  24,  1913 

James  Linton  Solomon 
Mar.  15,  1941 
Eleanor  Solomon 
Mar.  2,  1945 
William  Cornell  Solomon 
Feb.  13,  1951 

2 (Hazel  Horn  Solomon 
Nov.  5,  1918 
Hazel  Beazley 
Oct.  10,  1946 
Teresa  Kenan  Beazley 
April  1,  1949 
Gail  Stanton  Beazley 
Aug.  9,  1950 
Jon  Stanton  Beazley 
April,  1953 


M  Jon  Stanton  Beazley  ll/l5/4i 
July  11,  1913 


4.  Lillian  Cleveland  Solomon  " 

Nov.  2,  1884 

1 (Charles  Edward  Roberts  Jr. 
Mar.  13,  1914 

2(Llllian  Roberts  " 

Nov.  19,  1916 

5.  Stephen  Malone  Solomon  II  M 

Sept.  4,  1886  -  May  12,  1955 

l( Stephen  Malone  Solomon  III  " 
Jan.  25,  1913 

Stephen  Malone  Solomon  IV" 
Oct.  13,  1936 
Virginia  Feagin  Solomon 
Aug.  22,  1941 
Robert  Solomon 
Oct.  5,  1945 


Charles  Edward  Roberts  l/26/lO 
Aug.  15,  1882 


Frank  Fleming  Eleazer  10/19/41 
Nov.  1,  1916 

Mary  Munnerlyn  English  10/24/11 
Aug.  30,  1889 

Elizabeth  Feagin  11/9/35 
Dec.  31,  1914 

Nan  Millwood,  Sept.  7,  1958 


2 (Isaac  Buckingham  English 

Solomon  "  Betty  Boyd  DuBose  12/21/40 

April  7,  1916  April  17,  1919 

Betsy  DuBose  Solomon 
Nov.  5,  1942 

Mary  Munnerlyn  English  Solomon 
July  26,  1947 
Marie  English  Solomon 
Jan.  5,  1950 


3(William  Griffin  Solomon  III  "  Patricia  Childs,  June  6,  1945 
Oct.  6,  1917  Sept.  14,  1921 

William  Griffin  Solomon  IV 
Oct.  17,  1946 
Lillian  Solomon 
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6.  Maitland  Solomon  Married  Lina  Bardwell,  Feb.  28.  1912 


Oct.  18,  I8o7~0ct.  17,  1947 
l(Lora  Bardwell  Solomon  " 

Jan.  24,  1913 

Robert  Augustus  McCord  III 
Mar*  6,  1939 
Lina  Maitland  McCord 
Oct.  1,  1947 

2 (Lina  Maitland  Solomon  " 

April  4.  1922 

J.  Carling  Schatzman,  Jr. 
Jan.  6,  1951 

Peeler  Bardwell  Schatzman 
February  1954 

7.  Mary  Louise  Solomon  " 

Oct.  31,  1888  -  Sept.  20,1921 

1 (Elizabeth  Northrop  Smith  " 

Sept.  21,  1910 

2(Virgil  Northrop  Smith  " 

Dec.  13,  1913 

Willis  Northrop  Smith 
April  1,  1940 
Jo  Ann  Smith 
Sept.  1,  1942 

8.  Eleanor  Hall  Solomon  11 

Dec.  21,  1889  -  Nov.  5,  1941 

l( Grady  Edward  Clay,  Jr.  " 

Nov.  5,  1916 

Grady  Edward  Clay  III 
May  6,  1943 

Theodore  Hilliard  Clay 
Mar.  12,  1946 
Peter  Maitland  Clay 
Oct.  16,  1948 

2 (Eleanor  Solomon  Clay  " 

Sept.  5,  1921 
Lawson  Peel  Calhoun  Jr. 

Sept.  28,  1943 
Eleanor  Clay  Calhoun 
Jan*  11,  1947 
Grady  Clay  Calhoun 
Mar  <,  10,  1949 

9.  Elizabeth  Roberts  Solomon  " 

Dec.  4,  1890 

(Katharine  Ripley  Smith  M 

Karen  Glover 
June  1953 
J.  J.  Glover,  Jrc 
Nov.  20,  1956 


June  6,  1691  -  April  15,  '22 
Robert  Augustus  McCord,  Jr. 2/20/37 
Dec.  3,  1911 


Thomas  Jefferson  Carling 
Schatzman,  Nov.  14,  1946 
b.  Mar.  5,  1921 


Jonathan  Northrop  Smith  10/19/09 
June  11,  1885 

Jesse  Rankin  Holt,  Nov.  17,  *34 
Aug.  16,  1907 

Ann  Roberts,  June  2,  1939 
Jan.  17,  1919 


Grady  Edward  Clay,  Jr.  11/12/1914 
Oct.  15,  1889  -  June  13,  1946 

Nanine  Hilliard,  April  25*  1941 
Nov.  1,  1916 


Lawson  Peel  Calhoun,  May  30,  1942 
Mar.  4,  1912 


Jonathan  Northrop  Smith,  Nov. 3*' 23 
June  11,  1885 

Joseph  John  Glover,  Sept.  '52 
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10.  John  Gresham  Solomon 

Feb.  3,  1892  -  July  8,  1892 

11.  Ethel  Solomon 

July  29,  1894  -  Mar.  11,  1911 

12.  Charles  Henry  Solomon 

Jan.  21,  1898  -  May  28,  1898 

13.  Frances  Rees  Solomon  Married  William  Harrell  Baskin  Jr.,  June 

Jan.  4,  1901  14,  '23 

Aug.  16,  1900  -  Nov.  10,  1949 

1 (William  Harrell  Baskin  III 
June  17,  1925 

2 (Harrell  Malone  Baskin  ”  Nina  Senn,  Dec.  23,  1950 
April  18,  1928  Sept.  24,  1929 

Harrell  Baskin 
May  17,  1952 
Nina  Baskin 

April  21,  1954 
William  Thornwell  Baskin 
April,  1958 


William  Griffin  Solomon  died  June  29,  1927,  following  a 
stroke  of  apoplexy,  living  ten  days  after  it.  He  died  at  the  Old  Nest 
and  was  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery.  The  Macon  Telegraph  of  June  30, 
1927,  carried  an  extensive  article  about  Mr.  Solomon’s  life  and 
career,  also  a  fine  editorial,  and  Atlanta  papers  as  well  as  others 
also  printed  accounts  of  his  life  and  death.  Mrs.  Lillian  Roberts 
Solomon  resided  for  the  later  years  of  her  life  and  during  her  last 
Illness  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Frances  Solomon  Baskin,  and  died 
June  6th,  1941.  She  is  buried  in  the  Solomon  lot  in  Riverside  Ceme¬ 
tery  next  to  Mr.  Solomon.  A  World  War  I  military  stone  marker  issued 
by  the  United  States  Government  for  veterans  has  been  placed  on  this 
lot  for  Gabriel  Roberts  Solomon,  who  served  from  the  spring  of  1917 
until  February  20,  1920,  as  an  engineer  officer.  He  was  commissioned 
as  a  Major,  Engineers  Corps,  later  transferred  to  the  Construction 
Division  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  U.S.A.,  and  honorably  discharged 
as  a  full  Colonel  on  the  Staff  of  Brig.  Gen,  Richard  C.  Marshall,  Jr. 
Maitland  Solomon  served  in  World  War  I,  was  commissioned  a  Lieutenant 
and  fought  in  France,  in  the  113th  Field  Artillery,  30th  Division. 

Our  files  contain  a  copy  of  a  long  letter  to  his  mother  from  somewhere 
in  France,  dated  June  29,  1918,  in  which  he  mentioned  having  met 
"Capt.  Roosevelt”,  who  was  probably  Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr.,  son  of 
President  Theodore  (Teddy)  Roosevelt, 

Note:  An  old  portrait  of  Grandfather  Joseph  Gill  Stiles  was 

found  in  an  attic  of  the  Old  Nest  by  Gabriel  R.  Solomon  on  a  visit  to 
Macon  in  the  thirties,  and  restored  by  him,  and  this  portrait  went  to 
someone  in  the  Georgia  family,  either  Roberts  or  Clay,  I  think.  At 
the  same  time  we  found  a  badly  torn  and  soiled  portrait  reputed  to  be 
of  Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts  made  when  he  was  a  young  man  in  Macon, 
which  we  also  had  restored  as  well  as  possible,  and  it  is  now  in  pos¬ 
session  of  Gabrielle  Roberts  Solomon  Ewing  in  her  home  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  Two  oval-framed  portraits  of  Gabriel  Baldwin  Roberts  and  his 
(second)  wife  Elizabeth  Chase,  are  in  possession  of  Dana  Solomon  Munro 

V 


